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said, he knows whereof he speaks, and added that, if the City 
Council sets the pace for industry by summarily voting a veteran 
of liorld War II, wbo has worked six months for the city, out of 
his job, repercussions of suoh an action will be felt far and wide, 
as, he said, industry in the city 1s waiting for just such an open
ing. 

Mr. Ward, Manager of the Bus Lines, said he could not em
phasize too clearly that he , also believes sincerely tbat the return
ing servicemen should be given every oonsideration and help which 
can possibly be given them, and oommended Mr. Michaels and the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars for the splendid manner in ~hich they 

, are assisting the returned servicemen in adjusting themselves to 
civilian life and occupations. However, be said, he believed that 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars' efforts had been misdirected in the 
case under discussion due to lack of information as to the true facts 
involved. He declared that no veteran has been disariminatedagainst 
in the matter, and that, if the Veterans of Foreign Wars, or anyone 
interested, will oall on him in his offioe, he will gladly discuss 
the matter with them , thoroughly. He said no one whomsoever has 
oalled on him for an explanation of his aotions, and that he would 
welcome an open discussion on it so that reasons for the discharge 
may be given and the matter viewed fairly and impartially. 

Councilman Cucci replied that, if Mr. Ward has any charges 
against the discharged man which are any worse than he, Councilman 
Cucci, has against some of the bus personnel, he would like to 
"make a deal It with Mr. Ward relative to discharge of some of the 
others. 

Mr. Ward replied that if he, Councilman Cucci, has any charges 
against any employee of the Bus Department which warrant discharge, . 
Councilman Cucci should present the facts to the City Counoil, and 
the Council should instruct Mr •• ard :to discharge the employees. 
Inoidentally, he said, since 75% of the bus personnel is made up 
of veterans, anyone who might be discharged on charges Councilman 
Cucci claims to have, would probably be a veteran, or veterans. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Councilman Gilbert seoonded the motion, which was oarried by the 
following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, 
Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: .None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: ~one. 

At 9:45 P.M., upon motion of Councilman H1tchcock,seconded by 
Councilman Gilbert, the meeting adjourned. 

APPROVED: 

¥INUTES OF A REGULAE MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

• 

CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF TORRANC 

Torrance, California 
January 22, 1946 , 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a Regular 
Meeting in the Council Chamber,City Hall, Torrance, California, on 
Tuesday, January 22, 1945 at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor Tolson call~d the meeting to order. 

epose

epose



Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present being 
Counoilmen: Cucci, Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. Absent: 
Councilmen: None. 

All those present in the Council Chamber saluted the Flag. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the minutes of a Regular Meet
ing held January 8, 1946 be approved as written. Councilman Gilbert 
seconded the motion, whioh was oarried unanimously. 

,WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A oommunioation was read from Torrance Junior Woman's, Club, 
applying for permission to use the Civio Auditorium February 28, 
1946 for the purpose of holding a fashion shOW, and adviSing that 
proceeds will be given to a local youth project. 

Councilman Cucci moved that, inasmuch as the proceeds are 
going to a local youth project, the TorranoeJunior Woman's Club 

til 

be granted free use of the Civic Auditorium February 28, 1946. Coun
cilman Gilbert seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from the J. H. Pine Construction Com
pany, advising that plans are contemplated for improving along 
Dominguez, Marioopa street, Maricopa Place, Crenshaw Boulevard and 
Aoacia Avenue with single residences, and requesting the installation 
of all the necessary publio utility improvements to meet with the 
approval of the Federal Housing Administration. 

Mr. Pine presented a map to Engineer Jain at this time and made 
a few statements in oonnection with the proposed improvement. 

Councilman Hi tchcock moved that the request be referred to the 
City Attorney for report at the next regular meeting. Counoilman 
Gilbert seconded the motion, which was oarried unanimously. 

A communication was read from Raymond V. Darby, Supervisor, 
Fourth District, County of Los Angeles Board of SUpervisors, call
ing attention to a serious flood condition at the interseotion of 
Arlington Avenue and Redondo Beaoh Boulevard. It was stated that 
the writer understands this oan be remedied by grading the gutters, 
and requested the Council to study the matter. 

Counoilman Hitohcook moved that this matter be referred to the 
City Engineer for report at the earliest possible date. Councilman 
Powell seconded the motion, whioh was carried unanimously. 

At 8:00 R.M., Mayor Tolson announoed that the time had arrived 
for oanvassing the returns of the Special Munioipal Eleotion held 
January 15, 1946, the eleotion having been held to determine whether 
or not that certain municipal water district known as Munioipal 
Water Distriot No.1 of the City of Torrance-should incur a bonded 
debt of $150,000.00 to pay the costs and expenses of the acquisition 
and construction at a water works system. 

Clerk Bartlett presented copy of "Result of the votes Castlt 
and read same, being: 107 votes for and 45 votes against the propo
si tion, amounting to a total vote of 152. ' 

Clerk Bartlett announced that two Absentee Ballots had been 
received, and opened same, being both "yeslt votes (for the prop-o
sition), after which the Counoil proceeded to canvass the returns. 
Canvass of the election returns was declared to be in order. 

RESOLUTION NO. 1759 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, 
STATING THE RESULT OF THE CANVASS 
OF ELECTION RETURNS OF THE SPECIAL 
ELECTION HELD IN MUNICIPAL WATER 
DISTRICT NO. 1 OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE JANUARY 15, Hl46. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that Resolution No. 1759 be adopted. 
Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried by the 

following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, 
Hitohcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 



Clerk Bartlett then presented and read in full the following 
"statement of the City Clerk~, advising that it must be spread 
upon t he minutes in full: 

STATEMENT OF THE CITY CLERK 

I, A. H. BARTLETT, City Clerk of the City of Torranoe, Cali
fornia, DO HEREBY CERTIFY AND DECLARR that the City Counoil of the 
Cit y of Torrance, at a regular meeting duly held on January 22, 
1940, has duly and regularly canvassed the returns of the special 
election held in Municipal Water District No.1 of the City of 
Torrance on January 15, 194o, and has declared the result of said 
election. 

That the bond proposition voted upon at said election is as 
follows: 

'*PROPOSITION: Shall that certain municipal wat,er 
district known as Municipal Water District No. 1 ot: the 
City of Torrance, california, incur a bonded debt in 
the sum of $150,000.00 to pay the costs and expenses of 
the aoquisition and construction of water works, for 
supplying said district and the inhabitants thereof 
with water for domestio, agricultural, industrial or 
other purposes; said we,ter works to consist of a water 
supply main extending along Pacific Coast Highway from 
the water main of the Metropolitan water District ot: 
Southern California a.t Walnut Street andPacitic Coast . 
Highway to approximately the westerly line of Lot 8, 
Mead.ow Park Traot, as shown on map reoorded in Book 15, 
Page 60, ¥1soellaneous Reoords of Los Angeles County, 
California; the aoquisition of an existing water dis
tribution systan (sometimes oalled the ~uand.t system) 
in said d.istriot, . and the reconstruotion of certain 
distribution lines thereof; the acquisition and oon
struction of add.itional water distribution mains; and. 
the acquisition and construction along the. water distri
bution li.nes of fire hydrants, mete.rs, and appurtenant 
work'?tt ' 

All abs~nt voter ballots issued having been received or re
turned ano. accounted for, the absent voter ballots have been duly 
canvassed and counted as required by law 'and the result of such 
count is hereinafter stated. That the total numbe:r: of votes cast 
at said election (there being only one precinct established for 
said election) upon said proposition and the number of votes there
in for and against said proposition are as follows: 

.!!§. !Q. ~ 
Votes in PreCinct 107 45 152 
Absentee votes 2 2 

Total Votes in District 
including Absentee votes 109 45 154 - -

That the votes of more than two-thirds of all of the voters 
voting at said election were cast in favor of the adoption of said 
bond proposition. and said bond proposition has been declared to be 
carried, and the City Council of the City of Torrance is a~thorized 
to issue bonds of said district therafor as provided. by law. 

I CERTIFY that the foregoing statement of result is a full, 
true, and oorreot statement of the facts of said canvass and. at: 
the results of said election, and that as soon as the result was 
declared, the aforesaid statement was duly entered by me, the City 
Clerk of the City of Torl"ance,on the records of said City Council. 



ENTERED January 22, 1946. 

(SEAL) 

lsI A. H. Bartlett 
CIty Clerk of the City of 

Torrance, California 

Mayor Tolson moved tl;J.a t the 'City Clerk be ordered and d.irected 
to file with the County Assessor of Los Angeles County and with the 
State Board of Equalization of the State of California a statement 
of the creation of Municipal water District No.1 of the City of 
Torrance, together with a legal description of the boundaries of 
such District and a map or plat indicating such boundaries, all as 
provided by Section 3720 of the Political Code of the state of 
California. ,Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from Vincent Thomas, Assemblyman, 
California Legislature, adVising that Assembly Bill 50 passed the 
Assembly Januaryl?, 1945 appropriating tao,OOO,OOO to Cities and 
Counties for Postwar construction, and adVising that the proposed 

- allocation of this aIllOunt will show t .hat the City of Torrance will 
receive $88,572.00. A copy of Assembly Bill 60 was enclosed. 

Engineer Jain advised that this subject has been discussed many 
times in committee, and that it is generally understood that the 
money can be expended for improvements such as roads and sewers 
which will benefit the general public. 

A. communication was read. from Charles C. Schultz., 1304 Cota 
Avenue, requesting removal of an a.cacia tree on his property. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that this reCluest be referred to 
Fred Blake, Parll; Superintendent, for action. Councilman Hitchcock 
seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communioation was read from The American Legion, Bert S. 
Crossland Post No. 170, requesting use of the Municipal Park and 
the concession privileges for the fiscal year 1946-47 for holding 
the annual California Semi Pro Baseball Tournament. 

A note was appended · by Mr. Dale Riley, Superintendent, Recre
ation Department, recommending that the request be granted. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that t .he request of the American Legion 
be granted" upon recommendation of Mr. Dale Riley, Superintendent of 
the Recreation Department. Councilman Cucci seconded the motion, 
which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from Robert W.~Nuckles, advising that 
the lease on the building at 2.415 Arlington Avenue eJtp ires February 
1, 1946, and advising that he does not desire to renew said lease, 
due to other business plans he has for use of the building. He re-

. Cluested that the City vacate the building by March 1, 1946, and ex
pressed appreciation for the many years of pleasant business rela
tions with the Cfty in connection with this matter. 

CourlcilmanGllbert advised that this is the Arts and Crafts 
Building, and that there is a building available which can be moved 
onto the property known as the Fern Avenue Annex provided negotiations 
which have' been opened for purchase or' the land from the LOS Angeles 
Board of Education result in aCCluisition by the City of the property 
for recreation purposes. He said Mr. Riley is endeavoring to work 
out a solution to the problem, and that, provided the City can ac
quire the Fern Av~nue Annex, a solution is already at hand. 

A communication was read from W. M. Edwards, Pres'ident, Hollywood 
Riviera Homeowners Association, expressing appreciation for recent 
steps taken to improve the HollywoOd Riviera section, and outlining 
certain improvements desired. Improvements suggested included re
painting of names of streets; Gutting grass and weeds from the roads 
and removal of cuttings, tree trimming and removal, attention to the 
park and parkways, street repairs, adequate street lighting and ade
quate police and fire protection. 
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Councilman Hitchcock moved that this communication be referred 
to the City Engineer's Department for action where necessary. Coun
cilman Gilbert seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from Hollywood-Riviera HomeOwners 
asSOCiation, signed by P. F. Rice, Chairman, Water Committee, 
stating that the home owners of the Hollywood Riviera section of 
the City of Torrance nave become seriously concerned over their 
present and future position with respect to supplies of water, and 
asked the Council to consider the problem. It was requested that a 
survey similar to the recent survey made in the Walteria area be 
made for the Hollywood Riviera section to determine the most practi
cable measures which ,may be taken to provide adequate correction of 
the existing situation in regard to water needs. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the City Engineer be authorized 
to obtain an estimate of cost of a survey of the Hollywood Riviera 
section from the Engineering Firm of Taylor and Taylor. ' 

At this pOint a lengthy discussion ensued during which various 
methods of furnishing water for the district were mentioned. Coun
cilman Hitchcock said he wondered whether or not it was the inten
tion of the writers of the letter that the survey should show feas
ability of increasing tha new water district to be constructed in 
Walteria to serve the Hollywood Riviera section. After establishing 
that, whatever the result of t .he survey is, no delay will be oaused 
in the . construction of the WaIte ria water system" councilman Powell 
seconded Councilman Hitchcock's motion to authorize the City Engineer 
to obtain an estimate of cost of a survey of the Hollywood Riviera 
section from the Engineering firm of Taylor and Taylor, which mot-ion 
was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from Torrance Area veterans Service 
Center, signed by Mr. J. G. Caldwell, Director, suggesting that 
a committee be oreated to hear complaints which might be made by 
Veterans who ara rapidly returning to civilian life. It was stated 
that, in this manner, many misunderstandings between Veterans and 
various departments of the City might be avoided. 

oA. short discussion ensued, the thought being expressed that 
it is the sincere desire of the Council to view all Veterans matters 
in a fair and just manner, but that, since there is a Civil service 
Board created specifically to handle all matters pertaining to per
sonnel, oreation of another committee would probably cause confusion, 
as, MayoF Tolson commented, when there are so many committees func
tioning, they serve no good purpose, as it is difficult to keep them 
from "getting ineaoh others 'way" and duplicating effort. However, 
he said, it might be helpful to have a committee made up of Depart
ment Heads and members of the City Couneil to hear all such com
plaints. 

Councilman Powell moved that the veterans Service Center be 
advised that it is the sincere desire and intention of the City 
Council to oooperate with the Veterans in every way pOSSible, and 
to further assure the Veterans Service Center that the Council 
appreoiates and welcomes the interest and cooperation of that 
organization in all matters pertaining to Veterans. Councilman 
Gilbert seconded ~he motion, Which was carried unanimously. 

A. oommunication was read from M. L. Kossey, Jr., requesting 
refund on Business License No. 456 1ssued~anuary 7, 1946. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the unused portion of Business 
Lioense No. 456 be refunded. OOuncilman Gil~ert seconded the motion, 
which was carried by the following roll eall vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Cuc~i, Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUN
CILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIIMEN: None. 

A. coriununication was read from the Walteria Civic organization 
expressing appreciation for financial assistance given by the City 
in the staging of a Christmas party for Walteria children, and also 
expressing appreciation for furnishing transportation for children 
to attend the MOQse Christmas Party at the Civic Auditorium. 



A oommunication was read from the Walteria Civic Organization, 
asking the Council to enact legislation to regulate the height at 
which airplanes must fly as a protection of Walteria residents, or 
that the Civil Aeronautios Code be enforced. 

Mayor Tolson advised that all safety measures in connection 
wi th aviation are regulated by the Civil Aeronautios Authority, 
and suggested that the Walteria· Civic Organization oontact that 
department. He said the City could verify this, and advise the 
Walteria people. 

A communication was read from stone &. Myers Mortuary, enclos
ing a report for ambulance servi ee rendered the Torrance Police 
Department during 1945. ,According to the report, a total of 42 
calls were made, 27 of which, it was said, were unpaid. Matter 
of record.. 

A discussion ensued at this point relative to emergency 
hospital service, Councilman Powell opening the discussion by 
stating that the hospital is apparently dissatisfied with the 
present arrang.em.ent, and menti oned that none of the checks forwarded 
by the City to the hospital for the past several months have been 
aashed. 

Councilman Powell moved that Mayor Tolson be authorized to 
look into methods being used by other cities in connection with 
emergency hospital serVice, and that a meeting be arranged with 
the Torrance Hospital Board of Directors for discussion of the 
matter. 

It was stated that it seems unfair for the taxpayers of the 
City to bear the entire burden of emergency hospital expense when 
the highest percentage of patients treated at the hospital . under 
this plan are transients injured in traffic accidents. 

Chief Stroh said that a neighboring city was cont:ronted with 
this same problem, and solved it by working out an agreement with 
the County whereby the County pays a certain proportionate share 
of the hospital expense to take care of ,the transient patients. 
Chief Stroh pOinted out that there is one outstanding fault of the 
present system being used, namely, that many of the cases which are 
on the hospital records as emergency cases under this plan are not 
on the police record.. He said it did not seem l .ogioal for the city 
to summarily pay for these cases. 

Various ways and means of settling this question were dis
cussed, af'ter whi ch Councilman Hi tchoo ck seconded Councilman 
Powell's motion, with the request that Chief Stroh be authorized 
to work with Mayor Tolson in this matter ,and which Councilman 
Powell agreed to include in his motion, which was carried unani
mously. 

A. communi cat ion was read from Lee Parmelee, offering to in
-stall a system showing legal owners, and addresses where available, 
of the estimated 8500 parcels of land in the City- of Torrance. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that, in accordance with a recom
mendation of Engineer Jain, an appropriation of $635.00 be made 
for installation of a complete record of property owners' names 
and addresses and official records of all -Torrens Title" property 
in the City of Torrance and the payment of $20.00 pe.r month for 
the maintenance service of ke.eping these records up to date and 
$5.00 per quarter for keeping ~orrens Title" records up to date, 
be authorized; work to be done by Lee Parmelee of Los Angeleg, 
Councilman Gilber-t seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, 
Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: Noile. 
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A. oommunication was read from Engineer Jain relative to the 
recent request of the Navy Material Redistribution Center for re
placement of fire hydrants on Navy property. Engineer Jain advised 
that all the hydrants on the outside of the fences have been repaired 
with the exception of one which is in a . position not accessible to 
f'ire eqUipment, and that there are thirteen hydrants, of the obso
lete type, inside the fences on streets which are now blocked·off 
by the fencing of' the property.· 



· It was the recommendation of Engineer Jain that any replace-
ments or additional hydrants inside the Navy property fences, even 
though on non-vacated streets, be done by and at the expense of 
the Navy until such time as the boundary fences are removed to 
permit free pasftage of vehicles over these streets. He advised 
that this is in accordance with the present policy followed with 
other industrial plants in the City. 

Councilman Hitohcock moved that the recommendation Qf Engineer 
Jain be accepted, and that the commanding officer at( the Navy 
Material Redistribution Center be notified accordingly. Council
man Powell seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from Glenn M. Jain, Seoretary, 
Torrance Planning Commission, advising that the Commission, at 
its regular meeting held January 15, Hl46, received, considered 
and recommended the granting of approval of the following peti
tions for variance and conditional permit for Land Use Ordinance 
No. 316: 

1. Case No. 27 , Petition of K. P. Clausen to permit the. use 
of t,he present building located on Lot 2, Tract NOJ. 8198, as a 
tractor and implement repair shop, subject to the conditions , that 
the building be made to comply with the building code for this type 
of building and in this certain fire district, and subject to the 
general restrictions for a C-2 Zone as list.ed in Section 9, Land 
Use Ordinance No. 316. 

2. Case No. 29, Petition of the Pueblo Land Company, Incor
porated, to permit the use of the corrugated iron building located 
on Lot 1, Tract 4958, as an aluminum and non-ferrous metal foundry, 
and to construct an addition thereto extending onto Lot 2, Tract 
4956, such additions and buildings to be made to conform to the City 
Building Code. 

It was recommended by the Planning Commission that the above 
Petitions tor Variance and Conditional Permit be approved subject 
to the conditions set forth. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that the action of the Planning Com
mission be conourred in and that the recommendations made be approved 
and accepted. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1760 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE REPEAL
ING RESOLUTION NO. 1757. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that Resolutron No. 1760 be adopted. 
Councilman Powell aeconded the moti on, whi ch was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES.: COUNCILMEN: CUCCi, Gilbert, 
Hitchcock, Powe~l and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1761 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE DECLARING INTEN
TION TO APPROVE CONTRACT PROVIDING 
FOR PARTICIPATION IN STATE EMPLOYEES' 
RETIREMENT SYSTEM. 

Councilman Cucci moved that Reso,lution No. 1761 be adopted. 
Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, 
Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

A communication was read from C • . Z. Ward, Manager, Torrance 
Municipal Bus Lines, adviSing that Bennett L. Dorsey who was trans-



ferred from the position of bus driver to the maintenanoe orew in 
the bus garage in the capaoity of bus attendant as of January 5, 
1946, during Mr. Treloar's leave of absence, has been re-transferred 
as of January 16, 1945, to his original position as bus driver due 
to the need for~drivers because of the increased sohedule effective 
January 20, 1945. 

Mr. Ward requested that, since. Mr. Dorsey has completed his 
six months of serVice, the usual increase in salary from $185.00 
to $200.00 per month be authorized, effeotive January 16, 1945. 

Mr. Ward further advised that the position of bus attendant, 
left vaoant beoause of the transfer of Mr. Dorsey, has been filled 
by employee Nicholas J. Chaykowski, who was working as night watoh
man, his salary rate to be $190.00 per month as bus attendant. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that the above. action of Mr. Ward be 
approved, and his recommendations accepted. councilman Hitchcock 
seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES,: COUNCILMEN: CUCCi, Gilbert, Hitchcook, Powell and 
Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Counoilman Powell moved that, in acoordanoe with a reoommen
dation of Chief Stroh, a boulevard stop sign be installed on the 
southwest side of 220th Street at western Avenue. Councilman 
Hitchcock seoonded the motion, which was carried by the following 
rollcall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, Hitchcock, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES:" COUNCIllKEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL
MEN: None. 

Councilman Powell moved that, due to the increase in work in 
the Police court, Mr. Otto B. Willett be appOinted as part time 
Deputy City Attorney, duties to include acting as prosecutor in the 
police court, at the prevailing rate of pay for Police Judge, effee
tive January 23, 1946. Councilman Hitcheock seconded the motion, 
which. was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Cucci, Gilbert, H1tchcook, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUN
CILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 
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. Councilman Cucci moved that J. J. Webb be appointed as Acting 
City Eleotrician, Acting Chief Electrical Inspector and Deputy Build
ing Inspector, at a salary of $245.00 per month. Councilman Gilbert 
seoonded the motion, which was carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCIililliN: Cucci, Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and 
Tolson. NOES: COUNCIilflEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIilllEN: None. 

Councilman Cucci moved that Jack Long be employed as Acting 
Assistant C1ty Electrician and Deputy Building Inspeotor, effective 
January 16,.1946, at a salary of $225.00 per month. Councilman 
Gilbert seoonded the motion, which was carried by. the following 
roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cuc01, Gilbert, Hitchcock, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL
MEN: None. 

Councilman Cucci reported that, according to Engineer Jain, 
both the above appointments are temporary until such time as a 
Civil Service Examination is held for same. 

Councilman Cucci reported that, in connection with an order 
given Mr. Bartlett at the last meeting to secure f1gures on the 
tax value of all that land in the City of Torrance north of 203rd 
street, to be used in determining the type of water system which can 
be installed for North Torrance, the Associated Assessment Engineers 
have not as yet obtained the figures, but expect to do so at an 
early date. ~~. Cucci proceeded to give certain statistics in, con
nection with. efforts which have been made to start formation of a 
water,distriot in North Torrance, and urged the council to diligently 
oonsider t.his grave need and give every assistanoe possible to 
further this project. He reiterated his previous oontention that, 
if necessary to include General Petroleum property in order to pro
vide an adequate water system for the North Torrance area, this 
should be done without hesitation. He called attention to the fact 
that, when the Walter1a water system was being conSidered, the 
Council had overruled the protest of Dr. Ellinwood who asked to be 
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excluded from the district. He said the same prooedure should be 
followed here, and added that, apparently, the rumor has been circu
lated that General Petroleum will take the matter to oourt before 
they allow their property to be included in the district, and there
by delay the wl;lOle matter over a period of years. He said he 
thought this was a purely erroneous conclusion, and one which there 
is no foundation for Whatsoever. He said that, even though General 
Petroleum should take the matter to court, the formation and con
strUDtion of the new water district could not be stopped thereby. 
He asked Attorney McCall to confirm this, and Attorney McCall replied 
that, if General Petroleum were successful in getting an injunction, 
the entire proceedings could be delayed. 

Councilman CUcci said that some of the people in North Torranoe, 
who have their own water wells, have been summoned into court in a 
case started by the California water Service Company to adjudicate 
the water rights of the west Basin. He said this indicates how 
serious is the, water question .forNor'th Torrance people. 

,Mr. Saul of North Torrance presented his summons to Engineer 
Jain and asked him to read aloud certain portions of it, which Mr. 
Jain did. ' 

Engineer Jain explained that the suit referred to is a friendly 
suit to determine the water rights, and that the small individual 
users will not suffer through it • 

• Councilman' Hitchcock moved that $340.00 be appropriated for 
reconstruction of curb, gutter, sidewalk and pavement, removal for 
replacament on Cabrillo Avenue north of Carson street. Councilman 
Gilbert seconded the motion, which was oarried by the following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, Hitchcock, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL
MEN: None. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that an appropriation of $750.00 
be made for corrugated metal pipe for replacement of storm drains 
at the intersection of Cabrillo Avenue and Carson Street. Coun
cilman Gilbert seconded the motion, which was carried by the follow
ing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, Hitchcock, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
None. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved th~t the advertising for bids for 
a 10~ c.f.m. air compressor mounted upon a two-wheel trailer and 
the accessory jackhammer and trench digging equipment be author
ized. Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which was carried 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, 
Hi t chco ck, Powell and Tolson.. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that an appropriation of $1875.00 
plus tax, be made for decomposed granite for resurfacing. Arlington 
Avenue in North Torranoe. Councilman Hitchcook seoonded the motion, 
whi9h was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUN
CILlVIEN: Cucci, Gilbert, Hi tohcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the advertising for bids for 
the sale of the trailer-mounted electrical power unit which was 
purchased for Civilian Defense purposes be authorized. Council
man Gilbert seconded the motion, which was oarried by the follow
ing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIJ:,MEN: CUCCi, Gilbert, Hitchcock, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: ,COUNCILMEN: NCOllle. ABSENT': COUNCILMEN: 
None. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that an appropriation of $875.00 
be made for road materials for resurfacing santa Fe Avenue between 
Arlington Avenue and Cabrillo Avenue. Councilman Gilbert seconded 
the motion, which was carried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: CUCCi, Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. 
NOES: COUNC-I1MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: NOne. 



Councilman Hitchcock moved that an appropriation of $400.00 
be made for road oil for penetrations coat on Arlington Avenue 
between 166th street and 174th Street. Councilman Gilbert seconded 
the motion, which was carried by the rollowing roll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCIll~: Cucci, Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None 0 

Upon reoommendation of Engineer Jain that cost of the proposed 
sale of the eleotrical power unit apply to purchase price of the 
a.ir compressor and jackhammer e'luipment, if agreeable to all parties 
concerned, Counoilman Hitchcock withdrew his motions relative to 
advertising for (l) purchase of the latter and (2) sale of the 
rormer, and moved that Engineer Jain be authorized to determine 
whether or not the power unit will be accepted as part payment for 
the compressor and jackhammer e'luipment; if not, the advertising 
for purchase of the air compressor and jackhammer, and advertising 
for sale of the power equipment, to proceed in the regular manner. 
Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, 
Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None • 

. Counc.ilman Gilbert moved that Engineer Jain inspect the grand 
stand at the Municipal Ball Park in order to make any necessary 
repairs and improvements before the baseball season starts. Coun
cilman Hitchcock seconded. the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that an appropriation of $65.00, 
plus tax, be made for purchase and delivery of 50 tons decomposed 
granite to be used on the Pueblo playground. Councilman Hitchcock 
seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and 
Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that an appropriation of $67.84 be 
made for grass seed for. the Wal teria Park o Councilman Hi tchco~k 
seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COu~CILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and 
Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that an appropriation of $75.00, plus 
tax, be made for 400 feet Ii" water pipe. Councilman Hitchcock 
seconded the motion, which was carried .by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and 
Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIil~EN: None. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that Wilbur Taute be employed on an 
emergency basis, at the prevailing rate of pay.for Park Maintenance 
Men, effective January 16, 1946, replacing D. J. Harris. Councilman 
Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried by the following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, Hitchcock, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
None. 

Mayor Tolson moved that Mr. Jain be authorized to have a door 
cut from the main hallway of the City Hall into the jury room, and 
that the necessary window be placed in the proper position, in 
order that this room may be used as an office for the City Attorney; 
and that a door be cut in the wall leading from the hall into the 
side entrance of the Engineering Department with the necessary 
partition to separate the Engineering Department from the Bus De
partment.. Councilman Hitchcock seconded t.he motion, which was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, 
Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

At the re'luest of Attorney Mccall, Mayor Tolson moved that the 
City Attorney be authorized to employ a full time secretary or 
stenographer for the legal department. Councilman Hitchcock 
seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 'Cucci, Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and 
Tolson. NOES: COUNCIil'liEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 
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The subject of North Torrance water arose again, with Council
man Cucci reading excerpts from the summons which Mr. Ed Saul of 
North Torrance had handed him.. A discussion ensued during whi ch 
the various phases of the water adjudic.ation suit started by the 
California Wat~r Service Company was touched upon, with no definite 
understand ing. being reached so far as purpose and. intent of the 
suit is concerned. After much debate, it was suggested by Council
man Hitchcock that Mr. Stanger, Manager of the Water Department, 
be asked to meet with the interested persons, since Mr. Stanger has 
kept close contact with this matter and understands all phase.s of it. 

Councilman Cucci suggested going a step further and requesting 
the attorney handling this suit to attend a meeting and explain to 
the north' Torrance people exactly what the suit amounts to and what 
is involved so far as establishing rights to water in the West Basin 
is concerned. He said the people could be notified of a meeting on a 

. certain date in order that they could attend and ask for answers to 
all the puzzling questions they have. 

¥r. George Thatcher of Walteria asked that a survey be made 
of the sewage needs in the community of Walteria. Mayor Tolson said 
the Council could ask Mr. Barnett, Engineer, to estimate cost of a 
sewage system. No official action was taken. 

Mr. Plomert of the Chamber of Commerce requested use of the 
Civic Auditorium on Monday evening, February 25, 1946 for the 

, Chamber of Commeroe annual dinner meeting. 
Councilman Hitchcock moved that the request be granted. Coun

cilman Gilbert seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Councilman Cucci again brought up the subject of the water 
situation in North Torrance, and, after determining a suitable 
date for a meeting, moved that he be authorized to oontact t11e 
atto:rney handling the water adjudioation suit started by the Cali
fornia water Servioe Company to adjudicate the water rights of the 
West Bas:tn, and ask him to meet with the people of North Torrance 
on Wednesday, January 30, .H46, at 8:00 P.M. ilil. the Counoil Chamber, 
City Hall. Councilman Hitchcock seoonded the motion, whioh was 
carried unanimously. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Councilme,n Gilbert seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: ,AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, 
Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: POUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

At g:55 P.M., upon motion or Councilman Hitchcock, seoonded 
by Councilman Gilbert, the meeting adjourned to Tuesday, January 
29, 1946 at 7:45 P.M. 

CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

APPROVED: 


